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Edmond Rostand's Cyrano de Bergerac is a timeless classic of French
literature, captivating audiences with its witty dialogue, unforgettable
characters, and poignant exploration of love, honor, and sacrifice. This
comprehensive study guide delves into the intricacies of the play, providing
a thorough understanding of its characters, themes, literary devices, and
enduring legacy.

Historical Context

The play is set in 17th-century France, during the reign of Louis XIII. This
period was marked by political intrigue, religious conflicts, and a flourishing
of arts and culture. Cyrano de Bergerac is based on the real-life figure of
Savinien de Cyrano de Bergerac, a renowned poet, playwright, and
swordsman.
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Characters

Cyrano de Bergerac: The protagonist of the play, Cyrano is a brilliant
swordsman and poet, but his physical appearance, with a prominent
nose, hinders his romantic aspirations.

Roxane: A beautiful and intelligent woman, Roxane is the object of
Cyrano's affections. However, she is indifferent to his appearance and
falls for the handsome but dim-witted Christian.

Christian de Neuvillette: A handsome and charming young man,
Christian lacks wit and eloquence. Despite his shortcomings, he wins
Roxane's heart.

Comte de Guiche: A powerful and ambitious nobleman, De Guiche
desires Roxane for himself and opposes Cyrano's love for her.

Themes

Love: Cyrano's unrequited love for Roxane is the central theme of the
play. He is torn between his desire for her and his unwillingness to
reveal his disfigurement.

Honor: Cyrano is a man of great honor and integrity. He refuses to
compromise his principles, even if it means sacrificing his own
happiness.

Sacrifice: Cyrano ultimately sacrifices his own love for Roxane,
helping Christian to win her affection. This act of selflessness
demonstrates the depth of his character.

Literary Devices



Wit: The play is renowned for its witty dialogue. Cyrano's sharp wit and
clever wordplay make him an unforgettable character.

Imagery: Rostand uses vivid imagery to create a rich and evocative
setting. The play's descriptions of Paris and the battlefields of war are
particularly striking.

Metaphor: Cyrano's nose is a powerful metaphor for his inner beauty
and strength. Despite his physical flaw, he is a man of great courage
and integrity.

Legacy

Cyrano de Bergerac has had a profound impact on literature and popular
culture. It has been adapted into numerous films, plays, and operas. The
play's themes of love, honor, and sacrifice continue to resonate with
audiences today.

Study Guide Questions

1. Describe Cyrano de Bergerac's physical and psychological traits.

2. How does Cyrano's love for Roxane conflict with his sense of honor?

3. What is the significance of Cyrano's nose?

4. How does Christian de Neuvillette compare to Cyrano in terms of
character?

5. What is the main theme of Cyrano de Bergerac, and how is it
developed throughout the play?

Edmond Rostand's Cyrano de Bergerac is a literary masterpiece that
combines wit, romance, and tragedy. Its exploration of love, honor, and



sacrifice has captivated audiences for generations. This study guide
provides a comprehensive overview of the play's characters, themes,
literary devices, and legacy, enhancing the reader's understanding and
appreciation of this timeless classic.
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The Waning of the Individual in the Global Era:
A Comprehensive Analysis
In the rapidly globalizing world of today, the concept of the individual has
undergone a profound transformation. As societies become increasingly
interconnected and...
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First of Verbs: An Early Language
The First of Verbs (FOV) is an early language that was spoken by
humans. It is believed to have been the first language to emerge after the
development of human cognition...
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