
Study Guide For Giovanni Boccaccio's The
Decameron
Giovanni Boccaccio's The Decameron, a collection of 100 tales told by 10
young people who have fled Florence to escape the Black Death, is one of
the most celebrated works of Italian literature. Written in the 14th century,
The Decameron offers a vivid and often bawdy portrait of life in
Renaissance Italy, exploring themes of love, friendship, betrayal, and the
resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity.
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This study guide will provide you with an overview of The Decameron,
including its historical context, major characters, plot summary, and key
themes. We will also discuss the work's literary significance and enduring
relevance.

Historical Context

The Decameron was written in the mid-14th century, a time of great
upheaval and change in Europe. The Black Death, a devastating plague,
had swept across the continent, killing an estimated one-third of the
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population. Florence, where Boccaccio lived, was one of the hardest-hit
cities.

In the wake of the plague, Boccaccio sought to create a work that would
provide solace and entertainment to his fellow Florentines. The Decameron
is a collection of stories that are both escapist and instructive, offering a
glimpse into the lives of people who lived through one of the most
challenging periods in history.

Major Characters

The Decameron features a cast of 10 young people who flee Florence to
escape the Black Death and take refuge in a country villa. The group
consists of:

* Pampinea: A young woman who proposes the idea of fleeing Florence
and telling stories to pass the time. * Neifile: A cheerful and optimistic
young woman who is always ready to tell a story. * Filomena: A beautiful
and intelligent young woman who is often the subject of love stories. *
Elissa: A shy and reserved young woman who is often the object of desire.
* Lauretta: A lively and flirtatious young woman who is always up for a
good time. * Emilia: A compassionate and caring young woman who is
always looking out for others. * Fiammetta: A passionate and intense
young woman who is often the protagonist of love stories. * Dioneo: A witty
and charming young man who is always ready with a joke or a story. *
Filostrato: A handsome and athletic young man who is often the object of
affection. * Pansfilo: A quiet and thoughtful young man who is often the
narrator of stories.

Plot Summary



The Decameron is divided into 10 days, with each day consisting of 10
stories. The young people take turns telling stories, each of which is based
on a different theme. The themes include love, friendship, betrayal, fortune,
and death.

The stories are often humorous and entertaining, but they also explore
serious issues such as the nature of human relationships, the power of
storytelling, and the fragility of life.

Key Themes

The Decameron explores a wide range of themes, including:

* Love: The Decameron is full of stories about love, both romantic and
platonic. The stories explore the different facets of love, from its joys to its
sorrows. * Friendship: The young people who flee Florence to escape the
Black Death form a close-knit group of friends. The stories explore the
power of friendship and its importance in times of adversity. * Betrayal: The
Decameron also explores the darker side of human nature, including
betrayal. The stories show how betrayal can destroy relationships and lead
to tragedy. * Fortune: The stories in The Decameron often explore the role
of fortune in human affairs. The characters are often at the mercy of fate,
and their lives are often shaped by events beyond their control. * Death:
The Black Death is a constant presence in The Decameron. The stories
explore the fragility of life and the importance of living each day to the
fullest.

Literary Significance

The Decameron is one of the most important works of Italian literature. It is
a masterpiece of storytelling, and its influence can be seen in later works of



literature, including Chaucer's Canterbury Tales and Shakespeare's The
Merchant of Venice.

The Decameron is also an important historical document. It provides a
glimpse into the lives of people who lived through the Black Death, and it
offers insights into the social and cultural values of the Renaissance.

Enduring Relevance

The Decameron is a timeless classic that continues to be read and enjoyed
by people all over the world. Its stories are still relevant today, exploring
universal themes such as love, friendship, betrayal, and the human
condition.

The Decameron is a powerful reminder of the resilience of the human spirit.
Even in the face of adversity, people can find joy, meaning, and purpose in
life.

Giovanni Boccaccio's The Decameron is a masterpiece of Italian literature
that offers a vivid and often bawdy portrait of life in Renaissance Italy. Its
stories are full of humor, heart, and wisdom, and they explore universal
themes that continue to resonate with readers today.

This study guide has provided you with an overview of The Decameron,
including its historical context, major characters, plot summary, key themes,
literary significance, and enduring relevance. We hope that this guide has
helped you to gain a deeper understanding of this classic work of literature.
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