
Quo Vadis Common Fisheries Policy: An In-
Depth Exploration of the EU's Fisheries
Management Framework
The Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) is the European Union's (EU)
framework for managing fishing activities within its waters and beyond. It is
one of the EU's most complex and controversial policies, with a long and
often tumultuous history. This article provides an in-depth exploration of the
CFP, examining its origins, objectives, key features, challenges, and future
prospects.

The CFP was first established in 1970, when the EU was known as the
European Economic Community (EEC). Its primary objective was to create
a common market for fish and fish products within the EEC. However, the
CFP has evolved over time, and its current objectives include:

To ensure the sustainability of fish stocks

To protect marine ecosystems

To provide a fair and equitable distribution of fishing opportunities

To promote economic viability in the fishing sector

The CFP is a complex policy framework that includes a wide range of
measures to manage fishing activities. Key features of the CFP include:
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Total allowable catches (TACs): TACs are limits on the amount of
fish that can be caught from each stock. They are set annually by the
EU Council of Ministers, based on scientific advice from the
International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES).

Fishing quotas: Fishing quotas are individual allocations of the TAC
that are assigned to EU member states and individual fishing vessels.
Quotas are designed to ensure that the TAC is not exceeded and that
fishing is conducted in a fair and equitable manner.

Closed seasons and areas: Closed seasons and areas are
restrictions on fishing activities during certain times of the year or in
certain areas. They are typically used to protect spawning stocks or
sensitive marine habitats.

Technical measures: Technical measures are regulations that govern
the gear and methods that can be used for fishing. They are designed
to reduce the environmental impact of fishing and to improve selectivity
for target species.

Control and enforcement: The CFP includes a range of measures to
control and enforce fishing activities. These measures include vessel
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monitoring systems (VMS),electronic logbooks, and inspections by
fisheries enforcement agencies.

The CFP has been criticized for a number of reasons, including:

Overfishing: Many fish stocks in EU waters are overfished, meaning
that they are being caught at a rate that is not sustainable. This is a
major threat to the long-term viability of the fishing industry.

Discards: Discards are fish that are caught but not landed because
they are too small, the wrong species, or of poor quality. Discards are
a waste of fish and can also damage marine ecosystems.

Subsidies: The EU provides significant subsidies to the fishing
industry. These subsidies can encourage overfishing and discourage
fishers from adopting more sustainable fishing practices.

Brexit: The UK's withdrawal from the EU has created a number of
challenges for the CFP, including the need to renegotiate fishing
quotas and access to fishing grounds.

The CFP is currently undergoing a major reform process. The aim of the
reform is to make the CFP more sustainable, environmentally friendly, and
economically viable. Key elements of the reform include:

Landing obligation: A landing obligation requires fishers to land all
catches, regardless of size, species, or quality. This is designed to
reduce discards and improve the accuracy of catch data.

Maximum sustainable yield (MSY): MSY is the highest level of catch
that can be taken from a fish stock without reducing its long-term



productivity. The reform aims to set TACs at or below MSY for all
stocks.

Regionalization: The reform aims to give more power to regional
fisheries management organizations (RFMOs). RFMOs are
responsible for managing fish stocks in specific areas of the world.

Science-based management: The reform emphasizes the
importance of using scientific advice to inform fisheries management
decisions.

The CFP is a complex and controversial policy framework that has a
significant impact on the fishing industry and marine ecosystems. The CFP
is currently undergoing a major reform process, which aims to make the
policy more sustainable, environmentally friendly, and economically viable.
It remains to be seen whether the reform will be successful in addressing
the challenges facing the CFP.
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