
Musical Folklorization and the Rise of the
Andean Conjunto Tradition in La Paz
The process of musical folklorization is a complex and contested one. It
refers to the way in which traditional music is transformed and appropriated
by urban and mestizo musicians, and how this leads to the development of
new musical genres that are both authentic and modern. This article
explores the process of musical folklorization in the context of the Andean
conjunto tradition in La Paz, Bolivia. The author examines how the
indigenous music of the Aymara and Quechua peoples has been
transformed and appropriated by urban and mestizo musicians, and how
this has led to the development of a new musical genre that is both
authentic and modern. The article also discusses the role of
commercialization and tourism in the development of the conjunto tradition,
and how this has affected the way that Andean music is perceived and
consumed. Finally, the author argues that the conjunto tradition is a
powerful example of how traditional music can be adapted and transformed
to meet the needs of a changing society.
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The Andean Conjunto Tradition

The Andean conjunto tradition is a musical genre that originated in the
highlands of Bolivia in the early 20th century. It is a fusion of indigenous
Andean music with European musical influences, such as the Spanish
guitar and the accordion. The conjunto typically consists of a group of three
to five musicians who play a variety of instruments, including the charango,
the quena, the zampoña, the guitar, and the accordion. The music is often
lively and danceable, and it is often used to accompany traditional Andean
dances such as the cueca and the huayño.

The conjunto tradition has its roots in the indigenous music of the Aymara
and Quechua peoples. These indigenous peoples have a long history of
musical expression, and their music is often characterized by its use of
pentatonic scales and its emphasis on rhythm. The conjunto tradition also
incorporates elements of European music, such as the Spanish guitar and
the accordion. This combination of indigenous and European musical
elements has resulted in a unique and distinctive musical genre that is both
authentic and modern.

Musical Folklorization in La Paz

The process of musical folklorization in La Paz began in the early 20th
century, as indigenous musicians began to migrate to the city from the
countryside. These musicians brought their traditional music with them, and
they began to perform it in the city's bars and restaurants. Over time, urban
and mestizo musicians began to adopt and adapt this traditional music, and
they began to develop new musical genres that fused traditional Andean
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music with modern urban influences. This process of musical folklorization
was aided by the growth of the tourism industry in La Paz. As more and
more tourists began to visit the city, they became interested in the
traditional music of the Andes. This demand for Andean music led to the
development of a new market for conjunto music, and this helped to fuel
the growth of the conjunto tradition.

The Role of Commercialization and Tourism

The commercialization and tourism industry has played a significant role in
the development of the conjunto tradition. The demand for Andean music
from tourists has led to the development of a new market for conjunto
music, and this has helped to fuel the growth of the tradition. However, the
commercialization of conjunto music has also had some negative
consequences. For example, some conjunto musicians have begun to
produce music that is more geared towards tourists than towards traditional
Andean audiences. This has led to some criticism from traditionalists, who
argue that the conjunto tradition is losing its authenticity.

The Future of the Conjunto Tradition

The future of the conjunto tradition is uncertain. The tradition is facing a
number of challenges, including the loss of traditional knowledge, the
influence of commercialization, and the changing demographics of La Paz.
However, the conjunto tradition is also a resilient one, and it has adapted to
changing circumstances in the past. It is likely that the conjunto tradition will
continue to evolve and adapt in the years to come, and it will continue to be
an important part of the musical landscape of La Paz.

The conjunto tradition is a powerful example of how traditional music can
be adapted and transformed to meet the needs of a changing society. The



tradition has its roots in the indigenous music of the Aymara and Quechua
peoples, but it has also been influenced by European musical traditions.
The conjunto tradition has been transformed and adapted by urban and
mestizo musicians, and it has become a new musical genre that is both
authentic and modern. The conjunto tradition is a vibrant and dynamic
tradition, and it is likely to continue to evolve and adapt in the years to
come.
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The Waning of the Individual in the Global Era:
A Comprehensive Analysis
In the rapidly globalizing world of today, the concept of the individual has
undergone a profound transformation. As societies become increasingly
interconnected and...
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First of Verbs: An Early Language
The First of Verbs (FOV) is an early language that was spoken by
humans. It is believed to have been the first language to emerge after the
development of human cognition...
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