
Making Content Comprehensible for
Secondary English Learners: A
Comprehensive Guide
In today's increasingly diverse classrooms, English learners (ELs) make up
a significant and growing population. Providing these students with access
to grade-level content is essential for their academic success and overall
well-being. However, ELs often face challenges in understanding content
due to language barriers. To address this issue, educators must employ
strategies that make content comprehensible, ensuring that all students
have an equal opportunity to learn and succeed.

Understanding the Challenges

ELs encounter various challenges in comprehending content, including:
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Limited vocabulary: ELs may not have the necessary vocabulary to
understand academic texts and discussions.
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Complex sentence structures: Academic language often uses
complex sentence structures that can be difficult for ELs to
understand.

Cultural differences: ELs may come from backgrounds with different
cultural perspectives and experiences, which can make it difficult for
them to relate to the content.

Strategies for Making Content Comprehensible

To make content comprehensible for ELs, educators can employ a range of
strategies, including:

Scaffolding

Scaffolding involves providing temporary support to ELs as they learn new
concepts. This support can be in the form of:

Previewing vocabulary: Introducing new vocabulary before reading
or listening activities.

Graphic organizers: Using diagrams, charts, and other visual aids to
help ELs visualize and organize information.

Summarizing and note-taking: Guiding ELs in summarizing key
points and taking notes during lessons.

Visuals

Visuals can help ELs understand abstract concepts and make complex
information more accessible. Educators can use:



Images and videos: Incorporating visual aids such as photographs,
charts, and videos to illustrate concepts.

Realia: Using authentic objects or experiences to connect learning to
real-life situations.

Demonstrations: Showing ELs how to perform tasks or solve
problems visually.

Technology Integration

Technology can be a powerful tool for making content comprehensible for
ELs. Educators can use:

Translation tools: Providing ELs with access to online dictionaries
and translation software.

Interactive simulations: Using virtual environments and simulations
to make abstract concepts more engaging and interactive.

Online resources: Integrating online resources, such as videos,
games, and quizzes, to supplement learning.

Additional Considerations

In addition to specific strategies, educators should also consider the
following factors when making content comprehensible for ELs:

Student assessment: Regularly assessing ELs to monitor their
understanding and adjust instruction accordingly.

Collaboration with EL teachers: Collaborating with EL teachers to
ensure consistency and support across all learning environments.



Culturally responsive teaching: Acknowledging and valuing ELs'
cultural backgrounds and experiences in the classroom.

Making content comprehensible for secondary ELs is a multifaceted
endeavor that requires educators to employ a range of strategies and
consider various factors. By scaffolding learning, incorporating visuals, and
integrating technology, educators can create inclusive learning
environments where all students have the opportunity to succeed. By
addressing the unique challenges faced by ELs and providing them with
necessary support, we can empower them to reach their full academic
potential and become successful contributors to our diverse society.
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The Waning of the Individual in the Global Era:
A Comprehensive Analysis
In the rapidly globalizing world of today, the concept of the individual has
undergone a profound transformation. As societies become increasingly
interconnected and...

First of Verbs: An Early Language
The First of Verbs (FOV) is an early language that was spoken by
humans. It is believed to have been the first language to emerge after the
development of human cognition...
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